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The Cameo Convert can be used under Linux without any major changes to the system, 
the only requirement is a kernel and system that supports ieee1394 (aka.FireWire). 
 
We used the Software „MainActor“ by MainConcept, which is available under 
www.mainconcept.de. The program is also available as an RPM which is included in many 
mayor distributions, for example Suse / RedHat. 

 
The usual path where MainActor is extracted to is /opt/MainActor. 
 
You should check the proper detection of your ieee1394 interface, for example in your 
debug messages which can be viewed with the “dmesg” command. Usually it is enough 
to grep it for “ieee1394” and check if the messages say something good :). 
If you experience errors or no ieee1394 messages at all, you have to check the installation 
and implementation of the ieee1394 interface. 
 
The following steps should be done under the graphical environment, for example 
WindowMaker or KDE.  
 
You find an application called “madvcap” in your MainActor Folder, this program can be 
used to “record” the input from the Cameo Convert. It should automatically detect the 
Convert when it is attached and the hotplugging service installation went ok. 
 
Further Editing Steps can be done with the other applications in the MainActor Suite, as 
like the Sequencer or Editor or DV-Out. 
 
 

http://www.mainconcept.de/

